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EXTRACT FROM THE NINUTES OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF NASSAU
HALL, AT A MEETING HELD 3EPr. %6, 1832.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be given to the Hon.
Samuzt L. SouTHARrD, for the interesting and eloquent Address
delivered by him this day; and that he be requested to furnish a copy
for publication.

Resolved, That the Hon. Benjamin W. Richards and Professor
Albert B. Dod, be a committee to communicate ta Mr. Southard the
above resolution. '

To Messrs. B. W. Ricaarps and A. B. Dop, Commitiee, &c. &c.
Sirs—In compliance with the request which has been communi-
cated by you, asa committee of the Alumni Asaociation of the College
of New Jersey, I enclose the Address which I have delivered at its
-late meeting. Before permitting it to be printed, I ~hould have
preferred te change its form and to alter and enlarge some of its
parts—but I did not feel at liberty to make these alierations. It is,
as you know, the hasty effurt of a few hours, intended originally as
an Address to the Association alone, and made more public in its
delivery only on account of our disappoin'ment in not hearing ooe of
our Alumni, from whom we anticipated both pleasure and instruction. -
If our fellow-members who were not present, shall find 1n 1t any thing
to gratify their feelings of attachment to our Alma Mater, 1 shall
be compensated for the pain with which I have yielded to the request
for its publication.
I am respectfully, &c.

SAM'L L. SOUTHARD.
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AN ADDRESS,
§ec.

FRATRES ALUMNI,

WitH feelings, influenced by recollections of the days
of pupilage, and by a sense of present duties, as well as
coming obligations, I salute you.

Induced, as we were, to form our association, by an ardent
desire to promote the prosperity of that literary mother,
who had nursed our talents and our virtues—assembled,
as we now are, to pay our annual evidence of respect and
affection to her,—and commanded, as I am, by your expressed
wish, to lead the way" in those addresses which are hereafier
to form so interesting a portion of our sogial enjoyments—I do
not perceive that 1 can better commence our exercises, than
by speaking to you, of the history, condition and prospects
of that venerable Institution, which occasions our present
meeting, which constrained our early love, and retains our
zealous attachment—and of the duties which rest upon us,
as her Alumni, and as scholars of the American Repablic.

I venture then to congratulate you, on the present condition
of this Seminary ; not because it is such as we might desire,

* The Alumni Association was formed within the last two years—and
this address, the first which was delivered by appointment before it.
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but because it is more prosperous than in years not long
since passed by—and is rising, with steady step, from that
temporary depression, over which we mourned.

Devoted to her interests, not only by the common ties
which bind the student to his school, but by the superadded
obligations of official duty, I have not failed to examine its
situation, and the manner in which it governs and instructs
those committed to its care; and I rejoice in the belief, that,
founded in the true spirit of christian zeal and literary
enterprise, and maintained through various and lasting trials,
its present character and usefulness, justify our continued
regard, and our best anticipations. Its numbers have
increaved almost to the average amount of its prosperous
periods, and at no time have all its obligations towards them,
been more efficiently and faithfully discharged. 1 mean not
to flatter its instructors. Those of them who hear me,
would rebuke the language which flattery would use. It is-
sufficient for me to say, that they are competent in capacity
and learning—discreet in discipline—and faithful to their
trust. 'They are equal to their high and responsible charge.
They need only that fair support which is their due; and
the favorable countenance of the public, and especially of us,
the Alumni of the Institution. And shall not this be yielded
to them? Qur zealous support is demanded by considerations
which act both on correct feeling, and a sense of duty; and
is the more demanded, because the Government of the State
in which this Institution is situated, judging incorrectly of
her interests and honor—I make the acknowledgement with
pain—has looked with celd indifference, alike upon its strug-
gles, and its successes. “The College of New-Jersey” has



7

been the College of the State in namne, but recognized by no
efficient and decisive acts of kindness or munificence. While
similar ifistitutions, in the other states of the Union, have
been generously endowed, by legislative enactments, against
this, long her only eminent seat of learning, consecrated by
pious tears, and prayers, the coffers of our State have been
severely closed—and she has denied to herself the blessings
which would have flowed from a wise and generous liberality.
Although her people have been hourly benefitted, for nearly
a century, both in their pecuniary resources, and the respect
which it bas attracted towards them—although many of her
sons have here been formed to usefulness and virtue—although
a large number of her citizens, who belong to the medical
profession, have, here, been prepared to acquire eminence
in their necessary and valuable calling—although many of
her ministers of religion have received here, the literary
preparation for their holy mission—although the members
of her Bar, have here had their intelligence for the conflicts of
their profession strengthened, and thus been enabled to seize
an undisputed name for talent and learning, which has shed
its lustre over her—although a large proportion of her highest
Executive and Judicial magistrates, throughout the whole of
her history, since the establishment of the College, have been
. here taught to honor and to serve her—although the most
efficient advocates of her rights, and guardians of her fame,
in the Councils of the Nation have acquired here, the
eapacity to protect her interests—although she prides herself,
and justly too, when she claims, Paterson and Stockton,
Frelinghuysen and Kirkpatrick, Smith and Ewing, and
many other Alumni, as Jerseyraen, who are jewels in her
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crown—yet she has misapprehended and forgotten the
claims of this instrument of her good. I am proud of my
native State, and exult in the virtues of her people, and
boast of her civil and political institutions and history. And
is not the boast justified, by the wisdom of her legal code?—
by the administration of her laws?—by the paucity of
crime >—by the enlightened and christian character, and
conduct of her citizens ?—by the stability and uniformity of
her plan of Government ?—by the blood which she shed—
the perils she encountered—the sufferings she endured, in
the cause of National Independence?—by her zealous and
unwavering devotion at all times, to the principles of
legalized and constitutional liberty 2—and by the proud fact,
that there is not one barren waste of despotism in all her
oolonial story—not one hour when Jerseymen were slaves to
the unrestrained and uncovenanted power of any master?
Yet, I cannot look at the neglect of this Institution by the
authorities of the State, without deep regret and mortifica-
tion. They have acquired honor, and fame, and benefits,
by it; but have bestowed no favors upon it—nor even met
the claims of justice. May the day not be distant, when
more correct sentiment and opinion shall prevail, and this
Institution be understood, as not only conferring the best
species of reputation upon the State itself, but as one of the
most efficient instruments which can be used, to promote that
general education among all the people which can alone fit
them to be, and to remain patriots and freemen—and to
which her attention is now turning, with a zeal, which
promises to be worthy of the great cause of free institutions
and human happiness. This attention can scarcely fail to
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discover, and duly to appreciate the truths, that, as educated
men are best fitted to be instructors—and the better educated
the more competent—so, those, who have been taught in this
seminary, have been among her most useful and eminent
teachers—have communicated a large portion of the intelli-
gence which exists in the community—and have never failed
to be the most earnest and efficient advocates of universal
education.

The neglect, to which I have adverled, has contracted the
usefulness of this College, and diminished the number and
volume of those streams which would have flowed from it,
to enrich and make glad the intgllectual and moral regions
which surround us; but its waters have not been chilled by
the frosts of winter, nor dried up by the winds and heat of
summer. It has found some compensation, in the constant
affection of its pupils—in the skill, virtue, and untiring zeal
of those who have taught in its halls—and in that christian
devotion, and love of enlightened liberty, to which the favor
of providence wae accorded in its foundation, which have
watched its progress with unclosing eyes, and still continue
to yield it support and countenance.

Its history is not of common-place interest. It was founded
at a period when the population of New-Jersey fell short of
60,000 souls :—when her territory still bore the trails of the
savage, with here and there only clustering marks of civili-*
zation :—when her people were few—their wants many—
the avenues to education nearly impassable—and almost the
only instruction which reached them, fell from the pulpit :—
when the wide space from Connecticut to Virginia contained

not a single seminary, in which a course of liberal education
B
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eould be obtained, and by which its honors could be
conferred; and when Harvard, William and Mary, and
Yale, were the only scattered, and then humble monuments
which the love of science had builded. At such a time,
ministers of that Gospel, which is light and peace, yearning
over the destitution of their country, in the means of mental
culture, were moved to accomplish its establishment—and it
was accomplished in despite of poverty, sparseness of popula-
tion, fewness of competent teachers, provincial feebleness
and depression, and the habitual jealousy of the crown—
giving to the timid, as well as to the bold, another salutary
demonstration of the truth, that good men can achieve great
and good objects, because they have a helper who will not
fail them. They were, 1 believe, called, in that day, the
new side in their church; but whether new or old, they
were on the right side in true philosophy—the philosophy
which unites religion and science. They did not seek their
separation—but their strict and cordial union. And this is
the genuine philosophy of the christian system; and the
only one, which is sure and safe in its deductions and
results, while it is lofty and ennobling in its aspirations and
pursuits. Taking that which is revealed, as the fixed
position from whence to start, and its guide through the -
labyrinth of investigation, and then drawing from all science
and all learning, from art, and from nature, the defence of
its principles, the enlargement of its vnews, and' the elevation
of its feelings and purposes.

This is, besides, the only rational and useful foundation on
which a seminary of Jearning can ever repose, so long as
christianity is the religion of the country. Enthusiasts may
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calculate—speculators in science may conjecture—schemers
may plan systems of instruction, in which there shall be no
admixture of religion with learning, and in which science
and philosophy may stand, alone, in their imaginary beauty,
uncontaminatetl by what they choose to call superstition ;
nay, they may pass the point on which Hume for a time is
said to have halted, when he hesitated to throw himself into
the sea of absolute scepticism, and extorted from the French
philosophists the singular sentence—“Il a encore quelques
prejuges”—he has still some prejudices left. But they reason
inaccurately; and will eventually fail in discipline, usefulness,
and reputation. They will need the aids of a stronger
moral sanction, than is to be found-in their code. Pride,
honor, utility, and every other species of obligation, save
one, will forever prove too weak for the purposes of order,
government, and learning. Such experimentalists oppose
the principles of our physical and moral nature, and the
laws of science, correctly understood. Religion is, and must
forever remain, a part of all true science. He who thinks,
must have a God—the scholar who investigates nature,
spiritual or corporeal, will find one, in every new fact, in
the explanation of every mystery, in the sanction of every
principle. He cannot descend to examine the secrets of the
earth, or ascend to contemplate the glories of the Heavens,
without finding the name written in every evidence of
power. He cannot turn to his own breast, and inquire,
what is there, without the answer returning back to his ear,
the workmanship of God. He cannot look at his relations,
either present or future, nor understand and weigh them,
without the great admission. 'That student may be assured,
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that he has learned intellectual and physical science ill,
and comprehends but half their nature and extent, who does
not see their origin, their relations, and their objects, mingled
with the power and dominion of Him who formed them.
Man is not an intellectual being, connected only with his
own race—a solitary agent in the expanse of creation,
uninfluenced by the intelligences with which it abounds,
and unaffected by all that is around him. He is connected
with them, and operated upon by them. He is a part of
that one continuous chain which descends from the highest
to the lowest portions of matter and of mind. He who
reflects must feel this truth ; and the more he studies books,
and men, and thinge, the more clearly will he feel, that his
knowledge to be complete and satisfactory, must be connected
with some great first cause, which created and established the
relations and combinations which he finds, not only between
the portions of science, but with their common centre. He
may refuse to trace principles to their sources, and follow
them to their legitimate consequences, and say, it is of
chance ; but this will be the language, not of sober thought,
but of refusal to think. He will, and must have a Deity and
a system of religion, by which to aid himself. And where
shall he turn to find it, in our day? To the polytheistic
follies and vices and obecenity of Grecian and Roman
Theology? To the madness of that Temple, where in
modern times the Goddess of Reason was worshipped?
He will shrink with equal horror from them both, and
embrace the christian system, as a necessary portion of
his knowledge, without which the rest is uncertain and
unsatisfying. However he may estimate and submit to the
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claims which it has upon his heart, he will seek its aid in
his searches after truth, in all his investigations of cause and
effect. In truth, christianity has every where accompanied,
if it have not created science, as it is now understood. Look
over the Globe, and where can we find one without the
other. Christianity ie civilization—true science is christi-
anity. It is one of the glories of modern learning, that its
most accurate researches, its most splendid achievements,
have been aided and directed by our system of Religious
faith, and have tended to sustain and confirm it. Illustrations
of this truth will present themselves to every hearer, without
being suggested by me. The challenge of Cuvier is, and will
be unanswered. 'There is now no altar in the temples
of genuine science, devoted sw @sw ayvudrw xa Fvw—but
to him that is declared. Theories are not now formed
without a guide, in relation both to matter and to mind; nor
sustained by such conjectures, as for thousands of years
served only to bewilder and confound even their own
authors; but having a director in all the developements
which it purports to make, it is our task to draw from nature
and science a system coincident with, and controlled by it.
They who reason otherwise, and seek other foundations for
their modes of education, commit a fatal error. But such
was not the error of the founders of the College of New
Jersey—whose memories we venerate. They incorporated
into the very terms of their charter, the union of learning
and religion; and this combination has sustained their
institution through the struggles which it has encountered,
and given to it the confidence of many, who differed from
them on peculiar points of doctrine—but saw, with them,
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that the progress of both would be facilitated by their
inseparable connexion. ' .

In this commendation of their design, I do not speak
of the distinctive tenets of that denomination of christians
to which these founders principally, perhaps exclusively,
belonged. Confident as they were of their truth—devoted
as they were to them—and anxious for their prevalence and
success, they did not mean that these tenets should be exclu-
sively taught here—but the great and leading and universal
doctrines of that revelation, which alone has taught man
what he is, what his destiny, what the origin, and end of
the system, of which he is a part—the true connexions and
dependencies of matter and of mind—what his relations and
his responsibilities, how to live, and how to die. Nor have
they ever been taught here, in the communion-denying
spirit of the'sectary, but in such mode, as that men of
every sect might learn—as men of almost every sect have
learned its great truths without, offence.

They were prospered in their effort for the establishment
of this College, by providential circumstances—among which
was the support of the graceful and dignified—meek and
pious—just and henevolent Belcher, the character of whose
life, was, prodesse quam conspici—and whose influence
with the crown facilitated the result. And they had good
men, and the lovers of learning every where with them, in
their wishes and their prayers.

Their scheme, too, fell in with the civil and religious spirit
which prevailed in that day—that spirit which sustained the
-pilgrims—subdued the wilderness—and planted an empire
of freemen, on which the fixed gaze of admiring man is now
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fastened; and which is destined, if we are true to ourselves,
to bear onward the cause of conscience, liberty and law, to
the renovation of a world.

In this spirit the building was called Nassau-Hall. It
was baptized with a name, then dear to the lovers of true
religion and English liberty—and its lessons corresponded
with its name. Its Gamaliels never taught the doctrines of
arbitrary power. Their religion was of the Bible—the
religion of liberty. 'Their professed political philosophy
comported with the equality of human rights. 'The thrilling
accents of Davies, and the calm but emphatic tones of
Witherspoon, always conveyed to their hearers, the value
of erectness of principle—and of that mental and moral inde-
pendence which is alike removed from the spirit of anarchy
and the temper of slaves. And the pupils of the College of
New-Jersey, deeply indoctrinated in the feelings and funda-
mental truths on which freedom reposes her claims, have
never ceased to be her advocates in prosperity or affliction.
Before the revolutionary struggle commenced, it had educated
and sent ont to all parts of the nation, four hundred and
sizty-three Alumni, and it is believed that not one of them
all, proved recreant or apostate to the cause of libetty and
their country, in their passage through the sea and the
wilderness, to the promised enjoyment of their rights.

In conformity with the prevailing purpose of the founders,
which I have stated, and with a view to secure its attainment,
the control and government of this Institution was entrusted
to an almost equal number of lay and clerical members.
And we cannot contemplate the list of its Trustees, at its
commencement and since, without being impressed with the
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nomina clara et venerabilia, which it contains. 1 speak
_ not of the living, but of the dead—of whom the living may
speak, without rebuke—of those too, who require not the
shield of the sentiment, “nil de mortuis.” They were
faithful, and their works testify to their wisdom. To their
numbers, I cannot forbear to remind you, that two have
recently been added, who were our fellow-members, and
present at the last friendly greetings among us.* Their
names should ever be pronounced with reverence, and
gratitude, and affection. They were alike pure and without
reproach. They loved their College and served it, with
equal wisdom, and purity of purpose. One of them we
may deeply deplore; for he was in the midst of life, and of
active service to his fellow-men; and he was our pride
as a man—a friend—a scholar—a citizen—a magistrate.
Seizing in early years, the highest prize as a student here,
he continued to his death, to manifest a devoted attach-
ment to this Institution and to the cause of science; and
constantly advanced in learning and usefulness, until he
had acquired the highest literary bonor, the fairest judicial
reputation—a just title to the confidence and veneration of
all his fellow-citizens, and returned back upon the Institution
the rays of a fame, as pure as any of all her sons. He has -
left to us an example fit for our instruction ; may it continue
to profit us, long, long after the wounds of sensibility shall
cease to bleed. '

In nothing, have the wise guardianship of the College,
and the protecting smiles of Providence, been more illustrated,

* Andrew Bayard—Charles Ewing.
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than in the selection of those who have presided over, and
taken part in its instruction. It would be difficult, in the
new or the old world, to find a succession of names superior,
in all that adorns the scholar and the christian, to Dickinson,
Burr, Edwards, Davies, Finley, Witherspoon, Smith—I
speak again not of the living, but of the dead. There is not
one among them, who would not have gained reputation,
and added celebrity, to any literary and religious institution.
Their name is recorded in the churches—their memory lives
among the people. Aud we, who have visited their monu-
ments among the sepulchres of the dead, and gazed on the
memoriale durature, which gratitude has erected, and
felt aspirations almost devout, arise within us, after a name
like theirs, will cheerfully concur in applying to them all,
the language appropriated to one.

“TIngenii Nitore,
Morum Integritate, Munificentiee Facilitate,
Inter paucos illustris,

Rei literariee peritus; Theologus promptus, perspicex;
In Rostris, per Eloquiym blandum, mellitum,
Vehemens simul, et perstringens, nulli secundus;
Scriptor ornatus, sublimis, disertus;
Presertim vero Pietate,

Ardente in Deum, Zelo, et Religione spectandus.”

Of but one of them can I speak, from observation and

intercourse—and of him, the impression remains too vivid

with many of you, to need that Z should arouse it. Who,

that ever saw the dignified and gentle, graceful and manly

person and manners of Smith, and has not the object still

uneffaced upon his sense of vision? Who that has heard
C
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his polished and fervid eloquence, can have lost the impression
upon his ear? Who that felt the influence of his benevolence
and piety, and does not still feel its action upon his heart?
Who that listened to the instructions of his learning, and the
precepts of his wisdom, does not find his pantings after
higher attaintments in virtue and knowledge, enlivened by
the recollections?

Of the course of instruction, and the prineiples of discipline,
it would be superfluous for me to speak before this Associa-
tion, whose members are so familiar with them. They
have never fallen behind the learning and intelligence of
the age, nor been governed by the mistaken notions to which
I have adverted—but have been in strict accordance ‘with
that combination of religion and learning, which gave
character to the Institution at its first establishment. In
utility and extent, they have not been inferior to those in
similar institutions. They have embraced whatever was
known, and could be fitly communicated within the erdinary
period of elementary edueation in this country; and the
character of the scholars formed here, may fairly be tested by
their success in life—the appropriate fruit of their instructions-
The number of students has been small, compared with
many other Colleges—the annual average of graduates being
only twenty-three. Yet,in this small number, there has been
found, enough of virtuous character, successful enterprise, and
commanding talent, to demostrate the value of the knowledge,
both literary and moral, which is here communicated ; and
to justify us in the declaration, that we are not ashamed of
our mother and our brethren. I mean not to compare this
with other seminaries of learning, in the results which it has
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produced—1 have not the means to make the cowparison
an equal and just one; nor have I the inclination if I
poesessed the means. But I shall be pardoned, even by
thoee who hear me, and who are not Alumpi, when I
declare, that whatever destiny awaits this Institution, in
after times, it has already given to the world enough to make
it forever dear to the Patriot, the Scholar and the Christian.
About twenty Alumni of the College of New-Jersey, have
been governors in the different states; and there are, I believe,
but three or four states in the Union, in which one or more
of their highest executive officers, or some members of their
high judicial tribunals, bave not been educated here. No
Congress has ever assembled, in which our Alumni have
not been found, as representatives of other States; and it is
but one year since the singular fact existed, that more than
one-sixth, and at this moment, one-eighth of the Senate of
the United States—that most elevated political assembly—the
equal representation of free States—the Aulic Council of a
republican empire, were our Alumni. There are not more
than two high offices in our great republic, including that
one, which is the highest and noblest earthly distinction, that
they bave not filled. They have formed one-third part of
those who have been the law officers of the Government
and advocates of its constitutional rights and legal interests,
before the Supreme Court of the United States—as they have
one-fifth part of all the members of that high tribunal—that
constituted arbitrator, the decisions of whose wisdom are to
be the substitutes for force, in the controversies of independent
governments—that Areopagus of the Constitution, which has
already commanded the reverence of other nations, and
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whose judgments will hereafter be received, not only by
twenty-four free states, but by the whole civilized world, as
the best evidences of law and justice. Nor have they been
less successful in the acquirement of literary reputation.
Making our estimate from a period sufficiently remote to
have given time to acquire this species of distinction, and we
have this result.—Previoue to 1800 and the burning of the
College, there were only nine-hundred and twelve graduates;
of this number eighteen have been presidents, and more
than thirty, professors in literary institutions. Thirty-one
have received the degree of LL. D., and one hundred and
fifty-nine, more than one sixth of the whole, have had
honorary distinctions of literary merit. Two hundred and
sixty-six have entered the sacred ministry, and of these,
fifty-six, more than one-fifth, have had the degree of D. D.
conferred upon them. And these honors too, with very few
exceptions, (not amounting 1 think to twenty,) have not been
bestowed by our own board of Trustces, but were the offer-
ings of respect for their talents and learning, by other
institutions in this country and in Europe. They have
truly achieved triumphs in every branch of learning—in
every field where honorable fame could be acquired—have
become ornaments of the legal and medical profession—
eloquent and manly defenders of human rights—persuasive
advocates of the cross. In scholarship—in virtuous deport-
ment—in practicul talent—in devotion to the public interests,
they have found competitors and rivals, but no superiors or
masters. )

But to what end do T advert to their success? Is it merely
to gralify the vanity of those Alumni who hear me? or to
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make any boastful contrasts? 1 have other and higher
objects. I desire to defend the principles and the mode of
instruction in this Institution—and to demonstrate by prac-
tical results, that they cannot be greatly defective—and
above all, to show, that that education, which- looks to
moral and religious, as well as purely intellectual culture, is
the safest and the best. It is founded in the constitution of
our nature—adapted to all our relations—gives the mind its
proper direction—nourishes its strongest powers—prepares it
for the -discharge of duty—furnishes the panoply for all its
conflicts—gives assurance, of success. Examine the results
indicated, and tell me, can better be exhibited? better for the
prosperity of the individual—for the country—for our fellow-
men, any where? but especially, where religion is treated as
prejudice, and the higher moral sanctions are drawn from
other sources.

But I have had another object, and why may I not
avow it? It was to revive our recollections, and in that
mode, create, if possible, a stronger feeling in us, for the
support of this Institution. If such have been its character
and beneficient influence, shall it not- be sustained and
invigorated. Will not its Alumni inquire into its wants, and
with the gratitude and love of sons relieve them? It has
wants—but they are not in its principles of instruction, nor
in the capacity and learning of its instructors—but the
narrowness of its means. It needs better endowment, not
better teaching. You are all aware of the trials it has passed.
1t has however survived through years when similar institu-
tions were not numerous, and bad difficulties of their own,
arising from various causes; but it now sees a day, when
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more than: forty colleges enter into competition with it—
many of which, by a wise and liberal patronage, have been
enabled at once to. meet the enlarged demands which literary
enterprise requires,—whilst this Institution, beloved and
useful as it has been, has passed its twenty-first Olympiad,
without the endowment of even one professorship. By the
kindness of the Alumni principally, there is now a probability
that one will be speedily endowed. One-half .of the sum
necessary for that purpose, has been subecribed. Shall the
remainder long be wanting? It is not so with other
colleges, whose resources are more abundant. They do
not call in vain upon their Alumni and friends. Thirty
thousand dollars are said to have been already subecribed -
for a similar purpose in Amherst, and fifty thousand are
confidently anticipated in a very short time. For Yale,
eighty thousand have been subecribed, and one hundred
thousand will probably before long, be at its command.
Shall not we, then, be able to raise enough to endow one or
two professorships? Do we love our Alma Mater less? Has
she less claims upon us, or upon the public? Are we lees
devoted to the cause of science, and religion, and learning,
than others? May I not express the confident hope, that
our benefactions are not to terminate in what has already
been done, but that now, when benevolence and liberality
are performing their proper office in the world, by furnishing.
the means of human improvement for human happiness,
this agent in the great cause will not be overlooked.

But, fellow-members of this Association, is there not
another inference to be drawn, from the hasty skeich to.
which I bave claimed your attention? We have been
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looking principally at an age that is now, well nigh passed
by—to the character and fame of elder brothers, which have
become matter of history and the possession of their country,
and made Nassau-Hall a name of affection and pride. Shall
it be so, in future years? ¥When another quarter of a cen-
tury shall have rolled by, will some other brother, standing
where I do, be able to point back, with equal exultation of
heart, to the promise and the fulfilment? Let those who
now labor in instruction here, ponder this inquiry. It con-
veys to them, both warning and encouragement. Their
predeceseors, faithful to their trust, discharged their duty
well, and a proud reward has followed. While the same
prize is sought, let it not be forgotten that it must be by the
same process. 'The sustenance of individual reputation,
requires not less integrity and effort, than its acquisition—
the maintenance of character and usefulness in an Institution
like this, demands not less talent and devotedness, than its
formation. I do not, I will not, fear the result as to them.
But shall we, the Alumni of the Institution, meet the
responsibility involved in that question, as to us? Whean a
seminary of learning has sent out its scholars into the
world—imbued with correct sentiments—instructed in sound
elementary principles—and taught how to study, and bow
to act, it has performed its part, in the great business of
education : upon themselves, then, devolves the duty of
obeying those sentiments—of parsuing those principles—
of carrying forward both study and action, to their appropriate
‘ends. 'This duty takes much of its character from the
scenes in which they are to act, and the age in which they
live. -The words, “Artium Baccalaureus,” convey only the
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idea, that rudiments have been acquired ; and he, to whose
name they are appended, has commenced to be a scholar.
He must perfect his own scholarship, and advance in the
pursuit of knowledge, or he will neither add reputation to his
school, secure faine to himself, or be eminently useful to his
fellow-men. The course of study, and the object which he
proposes to accomnplish, should be greatly influenced by the
existing state of literature and the arts, and by the condition
and wants of the society in which his lot is cast. Many
pursuits, which in one age might promote the prosperity and
happiness of his country and his fellow-men, would be a
waste of mental power in another.

Ours is an dge of uncommon helpe to the learner, and of
peculiar tone of investigation and of action. The ages
which are gone, have conquered many of the obstacles to
high attainments. The whole learning of the ancient world
has been so far developed, and its acquisition so far facilitated,
that it is not now indispensable to devote a whole life to make
the scholar sufficiently versed in its languages, and familiar
with its literature and science, for all useful purposes. Let
not . this remark be regarded as intended to undervalue theis
importance. Speaking to you of the character of this Insti-
tation, and the duties of its Alumni, 1 should il comply
with my own views of both, were I to depreciate their
cultivation. What is usually called classical learning, has.
been studied here, with more than ordinary care. The.
mines of Roman and Grecian literature have been searched
with zeal and profit, and have always furnished intellectual
wealth to our pupils. ‘And the obligation to them has, at all
times, been openly acknowledged. Within these walls, a few
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moments since, an incident eccurred, which must have
arrested your attention. You heard a high literary honor
conferred by the Trustees upon a minister of the Cross—an
inhabitant of Greece—a citizen of Athens"—now engaged in
founding there an institution, which is designed to shed the
light of science and christianity over that loved land, whose
very name is dear to the scholar and the lover of liberty—
I know not how others may have felt upon the annunciation
of that fact, but it excited more than ordinary sensibility in
myself. The Christian College of New-Jersey, has for
almost a century cherished, and its pupils have benefited -
by the-study of, that literature, which existed two thousand

years before its foundation; and now, it is the first, to send

back to Greece—to Athens—the merited honors of literature;

and to one, who teaches the same doctrines which the great

apostle to the Gentiles taught, on Mars’ Hill; where he

reasoned with, and confounded the Epicurean and the Stoic;

and in that city, where his spirit was stirred within him, when

he saw it ¢ wholly given to idolatry.”

But precious, as are the stores of ancient learning, and
they are precious—chastening &s they are to the taste, and
enriching to the mind, and they are eminently so; yet
they may be acquired in a season, short, compared with
that which students of former centuries were compelled to-
bestow upon them. There is, indeed, in them, much in
morals, religion, politics, and the application of the arts to the
businees of life, which can be of little importance to us, and
which need be learned by the enlightened modern scholar

* Dr. Jonas King.
D
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only to satisfy him, how feeble and faltering is the human
intellect, when unaided by that light which directs to truth.
The dim revelations, on many points, which the loftiest pagan
genius could make, thongh valuable, if rightly nsed, are
erring gnides to the christian scholur.  That portion of their
learning, which was not lost in the dark storm which over-
whelmed so many of its monuments, while it causes regret
that all was not saved, teaches us that the residue would
not have rendered our day much more clear and brilliant.:
Thaut storm, also, il kas been said, indicated the temporary
withdrawal of the smiles of the revealed head of the church;
but, if this be so, yet amidst its desolations, he taught us,
that there was a better learning ; for he preserved unharmed
and unchanged, the record of his dealings with men, the
best guide in intellectual inquiries ; the transeript which he
had deigned to provide, of the history and controlling
principles of physical and moral instruciion. While o large
a part of the works of Tacitus, Livy, Hortensius, and others,
both Grecian and Roman, contemporary and more ancient,
were suffered to perish—amidst this destruction of human
eloquence, and of the specinens of humnan learning, the
writings of illiterate Gallileans, and of the Tent-maker of
Tarsus, and the whole apocalyptical testimony, were saved,
unaltered, in their integrity, almost to the letter—and remain
to us an uneriing guide, so far as they purport to lead us.
The tendencies of learning now, are to that which ie
practical and useful in the business of life, and the promotion
of happiness. I know that there is much in literature, both
European and American, which resembles the blown bubble
of the school-boy, on which the rays of the sun cast their
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colors and their. brightness, and alike unsubetantial and
worthless; but these are the evaneacent and showy portions,
for amusement, not profit, while the sybstantial paits tend to
the benefit of the great ma.s of mankind, in mcral and
religious truth, in giving facility to labor, and in advancing
comfort. :
This tendency it is our duty to promote—cloistered learn-
ing which terminates in the enjoyment of its possessor is
unfit for the present time—unsuited to the movements cf
opinion—valueless in the great revolutions which seem
to be hastening on. Knowledge ought not, now, to be the
possession of the few— nor directed to their happiness only.
Its possessors should adopt the political maxim, in is true
import, that all men are equal -equal in their capacity and
right to enjoyment—equal in their claims to happiness—
. equal in their undying destinations. :
. I do not know that 1 correctly estimate the indications
on this point, w!nch. are abroad in the earth—but sure I am
that I cannot err, in believing that, at the present momeat
in our own country, it is the duty of the scholar to direct
his learning, and to bend his efiurts to that which shall be
practically useful, to the best purposes of life, in all his
fellow-citizens. Our theory of government, which rests on
'geneml,inlellfgence—our public prosperity, which depends
on general virtue—our past historv. and our future hopes, all
demand this at his hands. And it may be, that this duty is
also pointed out, by the present condition of our race, and the
influence which our literature and example are hereafler to
bave upon others. Every social element is in agitation, in this
sxtraordinary age. With the exception of a few obnubilated
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portions, the principles of action, if not of change, are opera-
ting throughout our earth ; and the people are beginning to
feel and to act—to kpow that they are human beings A
conflict does exist, not only in political, but mental science—
pot only in moral, but religious. Despotic power is moved
by the commotion of the mass which lies beneath it, and on
which it bears. It is so in Europe and Asia, Africa and
America. Even the recesses of Chinese occlusion bave
been penetrated by a spirit which seems to disturb the reposs
of centuries—and rays of light glimmer where the thick
darkness of ages has rested. Nor is this less true in religion.
All the superstitions of the world have become debilitated, and
bend towards prostration—while the spirt of love in the
christian church moves on; and with the Bible and civiliza-
tion as its allurements, promises to embrace the desert and the
isles of the sea. What does all this portend? He only can
answer who has drawn before human eyes the veil, which
separates the present from the future. But it does seem that
it can only result, either in accelerating the period of universal
peace and joy, and driving away. the clouds which cover
its horizon, or in riveting more strongly the bonds of despo-
tism, and producing a deeper night of moral and intellectual
degradation.

The American scholar is a responsible actor in such an
age:—and his action, while it affects most of those who
surround him, will net be unfelt by his country, and through
it, by the world. The light of that country is placed upon
an hill, high enough to be seen every where to guide or to
mislead. The influence of educated men in the United
States is more potent for good or evil, than similar influence




29

ever before has been. And if that inflence be not wisely
divected, the criminality is greater. Every one of us, within
his sphere, can do something to guide popular opinion—to
enlighten popular sentiment—to promote general intelli-
gence and happiness. We have agents with which to work,
unknown to the scholars of Greece and Rome, and though
koown, yet less free and powerful with those of modern
Europe. General education is here invited, by all our institu-
tions,—not denounced as dangerous to power. Printing is
here unrestricted, and not subject to frowns and licences.
Conscience and religious instruction, are free as the spirit of
the gospel of liberty. The school-house, the press, and the
pulpit, are the avenues by which all can be reached—and
every valuable advance in science—every new effort for
human good, made to produce its proper eflect. The school-
house, wisely builded and ordered, will open the mind, and
give it capacity to receive a proper direction—The press
enlighten opinion, and give reason its fair operation—The
pulpit guide to the true end. 'The pulpit is, indeed, the light-
house on the borders of the ocean of our moral existence ;
and although it sometimes casts unsteady and doubtful rays,
because the fire and the oil are not skilfully administered—yet,
it sustaine those ever revolving and directing beams, which
warn and guide us, through the perils of the voyage, to the
only passage where safety lies, and becomes more necessary
and precious in proportion to the gloom of the darkness, and
the violence of the tempest. The three united, constitute
the fulcrum, the lever, and the power of our literary mechan-
ism—and skilfully used, have incalculable force. We have
not even the Syracusan’s want, to raise the moral and
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intellectual world- around ws. But we should remember,
that we must firet enligthen ourselves, before we can en-
lighten others—must understand the science, before we can
teach’ it—and above all, must use our instruments, with
honest purposes, and in that spirit which will insure the
blessing. Our Olympic olive is not to be gained by the
firm muscle and the strong sinew—but by the clear head
and the sound heart.

_ " ERRATA—Tn the letter to the Committes on page S, omit the word ** hive»

Sefore the word * delivered.” In the note on page Sth for the * two’" read * m3.”
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